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Linking Member Associations with 
Important Federal Policies and Local Trends

Thursday, May 23, 2024
1:00 – 2:00 PM ET
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Today’s Agenda
Moderators: Jay Hoskins and Julie Nahrgang

Introduction – Steve Dye (WEF)
Water Week 2024 Reflections
• Khris Dodson (NYWEA)
• Frank Dick (City of Vancouver)
• Blaga Delic & Olga Mikhalchishina (Young Professionals)
Questions and Discussion
Federal Update – Steve Dye (WEF)
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WEF Government Affairs 
Department

Steve Dye
Sr. Director of Government Affairs 

sdye@wef.org

Federal Update

National Water Policy Fly-In 2024
Save the Date:
April 8, 2025
Washington, DC

www.waterweek.us

Join hundreds of water professionals from 
around the nation in Washington, DC, to 
advocate before Congress and the Biden 
Administration on the issues that are 
important to the water sector.
• Details posted on the Water Week 

website:  www.waterweek.us
• Co-hosted by WEF, NACWA, WateReuse

Association, the Water Research 
Foundation, and AMWA!
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2024 Water Policy Priorities

K

www.waterweek.us
wef.org/waterweek

Water Policy Priorities
• Maintain and 

Increase Water 
Infrastructure 
Funding

• Provide CERCLA 
Exemption of Water

• Increase Regulatory 
Flexibility & NPDES 
Permit Terms

7

8



5/23/2024

5

Water Policy Priorities
• Help with Water 

Affordability

• Water Research

• Do Not Flush Wipes 
Labeling Legislation

• Tax Credits for 
Industrial Reuse

Special Thanks to the Sponsors!

S
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Water Week 2024 Reflections

Khris’ Reflections on the Fly-In
• Great event and we need to do it
• Lots of partnerships (WEF, 

NACWA, AWWA)
• Handouts are good but different 

than AWWA
• Love the prep meeting virtual
• Policy Fly-In based on interest
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Lovely joint evening event, as always

Location, location, location: There’s A LOT 
of walking! Also, WEF’s hotel and AWWA’s 
hotel were not close.

Timing is everything! 
• We met with more actual members 

this year
• AWWA did their opening event 

Tuesday morning; ours was 
Wednesday afternoon

Bring a contingent: We had our 
executive director (me!), president, a 
YP, our GAC chair, a large and a small 
utility exec, and NYC DEP
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Pre Fly-In Day, 
April 8th 
US Capitol Tour 
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April 9th

• YP breakfast
• Government Affairs 

Community meeting

April 9th

Sessions with EPA and 
Congressional Representatives 
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April 9th

Water Week 2024 
Reception

April 10th

Congressional Office and 
Federal Agency Meetings
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WATER
ADVOCATES

WEF’s

PROGRAM

Make a difference in 
a few moments of 

time from your 
keyboard!

Join Us!

The Water Advocates 
Program helps you to 
reach out and connect 
with elected officials on 
important water sector 
issues.

CALL TO 
ACTION!

New Water 
Advocates 
Program

Ask your members of 
Congress to support 

The Low-Income 
Household Water 

Assistance Program 
Establishment Act

Join Us!

The Water Advocates 
Program helps you to 
reach out and connect 
with elected officials on 
important water sector 
issues.
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CALL TO 
ACTION!

New Water 
Advocates 
Program

Ask your 
representatives to 
support the Water 

Systems PFAS Liability 
Protection Act (HR 

7944)

Join Us!

The Water Advocates 
Program helps you to 
reach out and connect 
with elected officials on 
important water sector 
issues.

Q&A Discussion
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Funded in Infrastructure Investment & 
Jobs Act (A.K.A. BIL)
Clean Water Guaranteed Funding: $12.7B

Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CW 
SRF)
 $1.9B in FY22
 $2.2B in FY23
 $2.4B in FY24
• $2.6B in FY25 & FY26

CW SRF Emerging Contaminants Grants 
(PFAS, Microplastics, 6PPD)
• $1B FY22 – FY26
 $100M in FY22
 $225M in FY23
 $225M in FY24
• $225M in FY25

Needs Annual Appropriations
Potential Additional Funding: $25B

CW SRF 
 FY22 $1.6B (-$444M)
 FY23 $1.6B (-$863M)
 FY24 $1.6B (-788M)
• FY25 & FY26 $3.25
WIFIA 
 FY22 $63M
 FY23 $68M
 FY24 $64M

 $2M for Stormwater Centers of Excellence FY24
 $41M for Sewer Overflow Grants (OSG) FY24
 $5.4M for Water Workforce Development Grants
 $25.5M for Tech. Assist. To Wastewater Treatment

Still Needs Initial 
Funding
Resilience & Sustainability 
Grants
Small POTW Grants
Connecting to POTWs 
Grants
Energy Efficiency Grants
Stormwater Planning & 
Implementation Grants

Take the Pledge to Save the SRFs
Join the movement to 
urge Congress to 
fund the Clean Water 
and Drinking Water 
SRFs at 
congressionally 
authorized levels of 
$3.25 billion each for 
federal fiscal year 
2025.

www.SaveTheSRFs.org
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Federal Regulatory Update
Safe Drinking Water Act
National Primary Drinking Water Regulation (NPDWR) to establish Maximum Contaminant Levels 
(MCLs) for six PFAS
• Docket ID: EPA-HQ-OW-2022-0114

CERCLA (SuperFund)
Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on Potential Future Designations of Per- and 
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) as CERCLA Hazardous Substances
• Docket ID: EPA-HQ-OLEM-2022-0922

Clean Water Act
Draft Guidance for Future National Pollution Discharge Elimination System Permits for Combined 
Sewer Systems
• Docket ID: EPA-HQ-OW-2023-0475
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