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Linking Member 
Associations with 
Federal Policies 
and Local Trends
Wednesday, June 25, 2025
1:00 – 2:30 PM ET
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Today’s Agenda
Today’s Moderators: Julie Nahrgang & Jay Hoskins

 Introduction
Water Week 2025 Updates
 Tracy Ekola (MN), Lacey Hirschvogel (MO), Emily Prescott (ME)

 Exploring recent water infrastructure policy and funding 
concerns: National, state, and local perspectives
 Joe Kane, Brookings Institute

 The Latest from DC: Federal & Regulatory Update
 Steve Dye and Ashley Voskuhl, WEF

Q&A Discussion

CSWEA – MN 
National Water Policy Fly-In 2025

3

4



6/26/2025

3

Prep, Connect & Follow up
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2025 Water Policy Fly-In 

Lacey Hirschvogel
Director – Environmental Policy

The Missouri Method
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Identify Priorities and Create Leave Behind
• Protect Missourians from PFAS 

Cleanup Costs
• H.R. 1267 – PFAS Liability 

Protection Act
• Secure Long-Term Federal 

Investment in Missouri’s Water 
Infrastructure 
• H.R. 1255 – Investing in Our 

Communities Act
• Support Actions to Strengthen 

Missouri’s Water and Wastewater 
Infrastructure
• Wipes
• Cybersecurity 

Know your Congressional Delegation

CHECK INTO MEMBER’S 
BACKGROUND

COMMITTEE 
ASSIGNMENTS

VOTING RECORD PUBLIC STATEMENTS

Invite members from the confirmed visit districts to attend meetings

9

10



6/26/2025

6

Set up meetings – 3 Weeks Prior to Visit

Find Your Members in the U.S. Congress | 
Congress.gov | Library of Congress

Subject: Meeting Request Missouri Municipal Utilities – April 
8 or April 9, Water Industry Legislative Trip

Night Before Visit

• Confirm visit and meeting location
• Create a small leave behind packet

– Priorities
– Letters of Support (proposed legislation)
– Business cards

• Practice your intro and “ask”
• Business attire preferred  (nice/walking shoes)

https://www.uscp.gov/visiting-capitol-hill
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During Meetings

• Introduce yourself
• Provide the material
• Be brief
• Allow them to talk – Listen!

What we learned 

• Congressman Smith – Tax exempt municipal bonds
• Congressman Graves, Congressman Burlison & Senator Schmitt –

PFAS liability exemption
• Congressman Graves – FY 2026 SRF Cap Grants (following up)
• Congressman Cleaver – Listened to our needs
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Emily Prescott
Saco, Maine

Exploring recent water infrastructure policy and funding 
concerns: National, state, and local perspectives

June 25, 2025Joseph W. Kane
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2.1 trillion gallons
of water is lost to leaking, aging 
pipes across the country annually

$744 billion
in water and wastewater  
investment needed over 
the next 20 years

50,000+ systems
manage water for the majority 
of the population, making it 
difficult to coordinate action

256 percent
increase in the number of 
NFIP flood losses submitted 
compared to 30 years ago

Sources: Center for Neighborhood Technology, EPA, FEMA

17 percent
of utilities are confident that 

they can just cover the cost of 
existing service through rates 

and fees—let alone pursue 
needed upgrades 

88 percent
of Americans believe some 
type of action is needed to 

solve these water challenges

Across the country, there is also a significant mismatch between investment 
demand and institutional capacity

Source: Xylem Value of Water and AWWA State of the Water Industry
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Source: McKinsey, “Water resilience: Closing the funding gap for utilities”
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The major takeaways

 Planning: While many states spell out clear goals and identify a range of specific, 
needed projects as part of their annual water infrastructure planning efforts, they do not 
always prioritize clear timelines or other accountability measures.

 Project selection: Many states do not cover the finer details when prioritizing and 
evaluating different water projects, including specific criteria to compare projects.

 Capacity (a potential culprit): Constraints around fiscal, technical, and programmatic 
capacity are widespread and limit the ability of states and local utilities to proactively 
address needed water investments. 

25

26



6/26/2025

14

27

28



6/26/2025

15

So where do we go from here?
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Importance of state and local leadership

Importance of state and local leadership
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Importance of state and local leadership

33

34



6/26/2025

18

Exploring recent water infrastructure policy and funding 
concerns: National, state, and local perspectives

June 25, 2025Joseph W. Kane

The Latest 
from DC
Steve Dye
Ashley Voskuhl
Government Affairs Department
sdye@wef.org
avoskuhl@wef.org
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Admin. Zeldin's Priorities
Five Pillars

1. Clean Air, Land, and Water for 
Every American

2. Restore American Energy 
Dominance

3. Permitting Reform, Cooperative 
Federalism, and Cross-Agency 
Partnership

4. Make the United States the 
Artificial Intelligence Capital of 
the World

5. Protecting and Bringing Back 
American Auto Jobs

Water Priorities
 Rewriting WOTUS w/ USACE
 Regulatory Streamlining E.O.: 1:10 

and Zero Cost 
 Updated PFAS Action Plan
 Reviewing court cases on PFAS 

CERCLA Liability and PFAS Drinking 
Water Maximum Contaminant Level 
(MCL)

Zeldin’s Updated PFAS Action Plan

Creation of Effluent 
Limitation 

Guidelines for 
certain PFAS

Establish a clear 
liability framework

Designate a cross-
program agency lead

Annual updates to 
PFAS Destruction 

and Disposal 
Guidance

Ramp up 
development of 

PFAS testing 
strategies

Use SDWA 
authorities to 

address immediate 
contamination

Coordinate with 
states to address 

risks

Determine a path 
forward for biosolids 

risk assessment 
based on comments
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Pending PFAS Regulatory Actions 
Draft National Recommended Ambient Water Quality Criteria for the Protection of 
Human Health for PFOA, PFOS, and PFBS

NPDES 2026 Issuance of the Multi-Sector General Permit for Stormwater Associated 
with Industrial Activity

Proposed Clean Water Act Methods Update Rule 22 for Analysis of Contaminants in 
Effluent

PFAS Data Reporting Under the Toxic Substance Control Act

Draft Sewage Sludge Risk Assessment for PFOA and PFOS

US Tariff Policy Update
Policy Direction
Ongoing uncertainty
 US planning to issue new 

unilateral tariff rates by 
July 9, with possible 
extensions

Implications for Water Sector
 Steel and aluminum tariffs 

– major cost factor
 US/Mexico/Canada 

interdependence on 
component parts and steel
 Heavy US reliance on China 

for component parts, 
critical minerals, and steel
 Price increases and longer 

lead times
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Mexico
Nearing deal to lift 50% 

steel tariffs, in exchange 
for capping steel imports

Canada
50% steel & aluminum 

tariff a major concern
 Progress toward broad 

trade and security pact

European Union
 Risk of 50% tariffs on 70% 

of EU exports if no deal by 
7/9
 EU preparing €116B in 

retaliatory tariffs

China
New trade truce pending 

final approval 
 Expedited rare earth 

exports to US

Questions for WEF Members
What barriers or opportunities are there to 

onshoring/reshoring of manufacturing of equipment and 
other products for the water sector? 

 Have you experienced export license issues 
(delays/denials/chokepoints/etc.) affecting your ability to 
source critical minerals and rare earth elements?

 How have tariffs and ongoing negotiations affected your 
business (positive or negative)?

 Share your thoughts with Ashley at avoskuhl@wef.org
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Budget Reconciliation

 215-214 vote
 Costs ~$2.8 trillion
 2017 Tax Cuts extended
 No Muni Bonds or IIJA Cuts
 Cuts to IRA, Medicaid, and 

SNAP
 Increased USDA 

Conservation Funding

Senate House
 53-47 Republican 

Majority
 Cost TBD
 Muni Bonds and IIJA 

look safe, but…
 IRA likely cut.
 TBD for Medicaid and 

SNAP
 2017 Tax Cuts extended

Reconciliation

FY26 Budget
FY2025

 EPA FY25 $9.1 
billion
 Clean 

Water SRF 
$1.6 billion
 Drinking 

Water SRF 
$1.1 billion

President Trump’s “Skinny 
Budget”
 Budget released in May 

for FY2026
 EPA FY26 $4.2 billion (-55%)
 Clean Water SRF $155 

MILLION!
 Drinking Water SRF $150 

MILLION
NOAA -$1.3 billion
 LIHEAP -$4 billion

43

44



6/26/2025

23

Become a water advocate!
Current Campaigns:
 FY26 Budget
 Benefits of Biosolids
 Water System PFAS Liability 

Protection Act
 Wastewater Infrastructure 

Pollution Prevention and 
Environmental Safety Act 
(WIPPES)

 Industrial Water Reuse Tax 
Credit 

And tell your members, colleagues, friends, parents, 
neighbors too.

National Water Policy Fly-In 2026

Join hundreds of water professionals 
from around the nation in Washington, 
DC, to advocate before Congress and 
the Administration on the issues that 
are important to the water sector.

Co-hosted by WEF, NACWA, WateReuse
Association, the Water Research 
Foundation, AWWA, and AMWA!

April 14-15, 2026

45

46



6/26/2025

24

Q&A 
Discussion

THANK 
YOU!
More webcasts and online 
learning at https://learn.wef.org
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